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Crown, the English Church established everywhere, Catholicism proscribed, while plantations of English colonists were busy introducing civilisation and prosperity. Actually the native Irish still acknowledged their local chiefs as their real leaders, the persecution of Catholicism did not prevent nine-tenths of the population from openly professing that religion, and the seething discontent of those who had been driven out of their lands necessitated the presence of a costly standing army. The Protestant Church, far from making converts, was a prey to English adventurers, such as the great Earl of Cork, who snapped up the tithes, which should have supported the clergy, for the aggrandisement of his own family. The savage wars of conquest in Elizabeth's reign had left the country poverty-stricken and desolate, while the average Englishman looked on it simply as a possible source of profit for enterprising individuals who might in time hope to extirpate the Irish religion and customs, and finally the natives themselves.
Out of this unpromising material, Wentworth attempted to create a prosperous, contented province, a source of strength to the English Crown and Church. He held the typical views of his compatriots that the Irish must be anglicised and converted to Protestantism before they could be civilised, but in his methods he differed widely from his contemporaries, making deadly enemies both in England and amongst the richer settlers in Ireland. In his eyes, Protestantism should be spread, not only by ill-treating Catholics, but by raising the status of the Protestant Church. With this end in view he fought relentlessly and success-